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Highway Murderers: How Russian forces targeted and killed 

Ukrainians along highways near Kyiv 

By Benjamin den Braber and Benjamin Pittet. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The Eyes on Russia project is an open source investigations project to map, 

document, and verify significant incidents during the conflict in Ukraine. Our work aims 

to provide reliable information to the world. The lead resource of the Eyes on Russia 

project is our Russia-Ukraine Monitor Map. This investigation is a result of that work.  

 

The verification seen in this report will be logged in a central database where the 

material is archived for future use by researchers, reporters as well as justice and 

accountability bodies. 

 

On March 29, Russia’s Ministry of Defence announced the withdrawal of its forces 

from Kyiv and Chernihiv regions. As the military left, stories, images and videos of 

horror emerged, showing what happened during Russia’s brief occupation of those 

areas. Some leaders have described what has emerged as evidence of possible war 

crimes.  

  

This report examines the available open source evidence to piece together a string of 

cases where at least 18 people were killed along highways leading into Ukraine’s 

capital, Kyiv. 

  

The areas we looked at pass through towns such as Buzov, Myla, Vorzel and Bucha; 

towns now synonymous with extrajudicial killings, rape, and mass graves during their 

occupation.   

  

The details of the cases are grim. In six events documented by our team, we have 

found at least five casualties along the E373 Highway, and 13 casualties along the 

E40 Highway. 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://maphub.net/Cen4infoRes/russian-ukraine-monitor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgT-U8jirr4
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/04/politics/joe-biden-bucha-russia-war-crimes/index.html
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This report details those cases and looks at visual clues available to open source 

investigators to identify what happened, where it happened, when it happened and, 

ultimately, who was responsible.  

 

It is highly likely that Russian forces were responsible for the civilian harm incidents 

we have documented. In each case, Russian military forces were in control of or close 

by to each location.  

 

 

Figure 1: Overview of location of cases near Kyiv, on the E40 & E373 highways 

  

http://www.info-res.org/
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Analysis of open source material - Bucha & Vorzel [E373] 

 

Following the publication of photos and videos showing civilian victims on social networks, the 

Eyes on Russia team started to investigate the killings committed in the cities of Bucha, Irpin, 

Hostomel, and Vorzel.  

 

This case specifically focuses on the five visually confirmed casualties on a stretch of the E373 

highway between Vorzel and Bucha.  

● Case  1 - Bucha [E373]: Decapitated women in vehicle  

● Case  2 - Vorzel [E373]: Deceased civilian next to vehicle  

● Case  3 - Vorzel [E373]: Two deceased men at Russian roadblock  

● Case  4 - Vorzel [E373]: Burned corpse close to Russian roadblock  

 

 

Figure 2: Location of cases on Highway E373 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/


 

 

 
www.info-res.org Centre for Information Resilience 6 

Case  1 - Bucha [E373]: Decapitated women in vehicle 

 

On April 3, Ukrainian politician Oleksiy Goncharenko posted a video on his Twitter account 

showing a dead person in a car. Goncharenko states in the tweet that the video was filmed in 

Bucha. We were able to geolocate the video.  

 

The car and the deceased person are on the E373 highway leaving the city of Bucha. 

 

 

Figure 3: Geolocation of decapitated women in vehicle. 

 

The orientation of the car indicates that it was most likely travelling in the direction of Bucha. 

Several impacts to the front of the car are visible in the video.  

 

Around the impacts, the body and windshield of the car are bent inward, indicating that the 

shots were coming from the front of the car. The overall damage to the car is not significant 

enough to be consistent with 30mm rounds. The impacts appear more consistent with heavy 

machine gunfire. 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/GoncharenkoUa/status/1510577843666833408
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B032'41.8%22N+30%C2%B011'23.7%22E/@50.5449479,30.1890507,168m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x8d90960976c2333c!8m2!3d50.5449466!4d30.1899039
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Figure 4: Photo showing damage to car in which victim was found 

 

On March 11, in a Planet satellite image, a military vehicle was visible in the direction from 

which the shots were fired, 790 meters from the civilian vehicle [Location]. The dimensions of 

the vehicle correspond to those of an armoured combat vehicle.  

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B032'56.5%22N+30%C2%B011'57.9%22E/@50.5490248,30.1972381,431m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x6c439386df5908c4!8m2!3d50.5490214!4d30.1994268
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Figure 5 (above): Military vehicle visible on satellite imagery in proximity to civilian casualties. 

Image © 2022 Planet 

 

The military vehicle arrived in the area between February 28 and March 11. The military 

vehicle was no longer visible in the images of March 29. According to the information available 

to the Eyes on Russia team, Russian forces were controlling the area at that time.  

 

 

Figure 6: Satellite imagery of Bucha | Image 1 © 2022 Planet, Image 2 : Maxar products. 

Worldview © 2022 Maxar technologies. Graphic only viewable on the website version of this 

report. 

 

The civilian vehicle appears for the first time on satellite images between February 28 and 

March 11. 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
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Figure 7: Satellite imagery of Vorzel | Image © 2022 Planet 

 

  

http://www.info-res.org/
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Case  2 - Vorzel [E373]: Deceased civilian 

  

Three hundred meters away on the same road, a body was photographed lying on the side of 

the road next to an overturned vehicle [location]. The photo was posted on the Twitter account 

of the advisor of the Ukrainian president, Mykhaïlo Podoliak.  

 

 

Figure 8: Geolocation of corpse next to overturned car. 

 

 

The overturned vehicle appears for the first time on Airbus satellite imagery of March 29. 

 

Figure 9: Satellite imagery of Vorzel | Image 1 & 2 © 2022 Planet, Image 3 : Maxar products. 

Worldview © 2022 Maxar technologies 

 

  

http://www.info-res.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B032'36.6%22N+30%C2%B011'08.4%22E/@50.5433956,30.1858043,208a,35y,338.35h,0.83t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x187fe4147b7d7fc3!8m2!3d50.5435086!4d30.1856657
https://twitter.com/Podolyak_M/status/1510658726973292550/photo/2
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Case  3 - Vorzel [E373]: Two deceased men at Russian roadblock  

 

 

Civilians were also targeted at an intersection on the same highway in an industrial area of 

the village of Vorzel. On April 6, Ukrainian blogger Denys Kazanskyi posted images of three 

deceased people.  

 

The OSINT community on Twitter geolocated the bodies. The Eyes on Russia team was able 

to review and confirm the location of the bodies. The bodies are about 1.5 kilometres from the 

cases discussed above.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Geolocation of two corpses next to Russian roadblock. 

 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/den_kazansky/status/1511702519457759242?s=20&t=TmLG2OPIHfI4pwbWqciqWw
https://twitter.com/kargolow/status/1511745207431319552?s=20&t=TmLG2OPIHfI4pwbWqciqWw
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Case  4 - Vorzel [E373]: Burned corpse close to Russian roadblock 

 

The last photo posted by the Ukrainian blogger shows a burned body. Thanks to another video 

from the same location, the body was geolocated to the warehouse next to the intersection 

seen above.  

 

 

Figure 11: Geolocation of video showing burned corpse. 

 

In addition to the four cases mentioned above, a video released on April 4 shows that this 

stretch of highway was the scene of additional violence during this period. Civilian 

infrastructure and several vehicles were damaged. 

 

 

Figure 12: Destroyed civilian infrastructure and vehicles around the E373 highway. 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/den_kazansky/status/1511702519457759242?s=20&t=TmLG2OPIHfI4pwbWqciqWw
https://twitter.com/antiputler_news/status/1512902981921955851?s=20&t=kBvFIrO9rVY0pqh-dMQ-KA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B033'12.7%22N+30%C2%B009'48.6%22E/@50.5535373,30.1613029,480m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xe14deda80f0939a0!8m2!3d50.5535339!4d30.1634916
https://twitter.com/gingergirlukr/status/1510982360745054210
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The team relied in particular on a video published on March 4 filmed with a drone. The 

intersection of interest in Case 2 is visible in the Drone footage from 0:00-0-11 during which, 

similar to the above Satellite imagery of March 11, no damaged vehicles could be seen at the 

E373 intersection.  

 

We can thus conclude the damage and civilian casualties occurred after March 11.  

 

 

Figure 13: Russian forces in Vorzel seen on drone footage published on March 4 2022. 

 

The drone footage also shows a Russian checkpoint at the intersection of Case 3. Equipment 

can also be seen in the storage area to the right of the image. Russian vehicles located 

between the intersection of cases 2 and 3 are also observed in the video. 

 

 

Figure 14: Russian forces in Vorzel seen on drone footage published on March 4 2022. 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1499838283202899969
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B032'54.9%22N+30%C2%B010'05.7%22E/@50.548495,30.1677886,180m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x5f6d597303b43804!8m2!3d50.5485875!4d30.1682544
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The Eyes on Russia team mapped Russian military presence around the civilian casualties on 

the E373 highway.  

 

The map below shows the civilians killed in this specific area during the period when the towns 

of Bucha and Vorzel were contested or controlled by Russian forces.  

 

 

Figure 15: Overview of bodies around the E373 highway between Bucha and Vorzel and 

exact location of Russian forces seen in Drone footage: 

 

1. Russian checkpoint (04/03/2022) : 50.549556, 30.163872 

2. Russian special forces (11/03/2022) : 50.546308, 30.151128 

3. Russian vehicles (04/03/2022) : 50.548588, 30.168254 

4. Russian truck (04/03/2022) : 50.541745, 30.181313 

5. Russian truck (04/03/2022) : 50.542945, 30.184541 

6. Russian column (04/03/2022) : 50.532350, 30.193426 

7. Russian column (15/03/2022) : 50.550839, 30.205575 

8. Military vehicle (11/03/2022) : 50.548869, 30.199159 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1499838283202899969
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Analysis of open source material - Myla & Buzov [E40] 

 

Following the publication of drone footage showing a civilian being shot by Russian soldiers, 

the Eyes on Russia team started to investigate a total of 13 visually confirmed casualties along 

the E40 highway, between Buzov and Myla, west of Kyiv. 

● Case  5 - Myla [E40]: 11 people shot around gas stations including at least 7 civilians, 

next to a Russian camp.  

● Case  6 - Buzov [E40]: Two deceased men excavated from grave behind gas station, 

next to Russian camp.  

 

 

Figure 16: Overview of locations on the E40 near Kyiv of cases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/


 

 

 
www.info-res.org Centre for Information Resilience 16 

Case  5 - Myla [E40]: 11 people shot around gas stations including at least 7 

civilians, next to a Russian camp 

 

On March 15, Drone footage was published by German News magazine ‘frontal’ depicting the 

March 7 targeted shooting at civilians on the E40 highway.  

 

The male who is visibly shot is dragged into the bushes by Russian soldiers. In later footage, 

depicting the same area after it was re-taken by Ukrainian forces, the same man is seen 

burned, next to his vehicle, indicating the body has been moved before being set on fire. 

 

After investigation, the Eyes on Russia team was able to geolocate the footage to a gas station 

just outside the town of Myla, Kyiv Oblast.  

 

Figure 17: Geolocation of drone footage showing 2 civilians shot in and around their vehicle. 

 

On April 2, the Russian forces had withdrawn from the area after the Russian MoD announced 

it would scale down operations around Kyiv to focus on battles in the east.  

 

Several images appeared online of the area at which the drone footage had been shot. Several 

more bodies are visible in the images, indicating that in the days after the drone footage was 

shot, multiple more people were killed on the same stretch of road. 

 

Further drone footage published on YouTube shows a Russian military camp behind the gas 

station and several burned out vehicles on the highway. At 2:29 in the footage, a burned out 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/ZDFfrontal/status/1503751916395843593?s=20&t=qbbrEz9Qp15AZSXoB6NCfg
https://www.zdf.de/politik/frontal
https://twitter.com/sophieraworth/status/1510262717877305348
https://www.google.com/maps/@50.441818,30.1464784,702m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-northern-regions-say-russian-troops-have-mostly-withdrawn-2022-04-04/
https://babel.ua/ru/texts/77507-the-road-near-the-village-dmytrivka-on-the-zhytomyr-highway-is-littered-with-corpses-people-were-killed-by-russians-we-show-these-photos-because-we-want-the-whole-world-to-know-about-the-genocide?utm_source=page&utm_medium=publication
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3FYrfpUMJI&ab_channel=%D0%A0%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%91%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B9%28Maverick%29
https://youtu.be/u3FYrfpUMJI?t=149
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vehicle is visible, this vehicle later turns out to be the area of two burned corpses with Ukrainian 

military uniforms, indicating multiple people had already been killed around the time Russian 

forces were present at the gas station. 

 

 

Figure 18: Red= Russian tank position, Black= Two later discovered deceased and burned 

corpses with Ukrainian military uniform. 

 

Russian forces were visually confirmed to have set up a camp behind one of the gas stations 

where 11 people were killed as indicated within red, showing two russian vehicles and a tent. 

 

Figure 19: Russian forces present behind the gas station. 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://t.me/Pravda_Gerashchenko/9737
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Figure 20: Overview of bodies and Russian military presence around Myla gas stations 

along the E40. 

 

Along this section of the E40 highway, at least 7 civilian, Two men with military uniform and 

one unknown casualties are visually confirmed: 

 

1. [Image 1] One deceased civilian at a gas station: 50.440190, 30.145752 

2. [Image] 2 deceased and burned civilians: 50.440224, 30.148194 

3. [Image 1] Two deceased females, one unknown, partially burned: 50.440436, 

30.150693 

4. [Video] 2 deceased and burned man with military uniform: 50.440367  30.151110 

5. [Image 2] Deceased and burned civilian: 50.440446,  30.152131 

6. [Image 3] Deceased man: 50.440435, 30.153137 

7. [Image] Deceased civilian:  50.440540, 30.152829 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1510555250645684225
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1510556698561466368
https://twitter.com/VolodymyrAriev/status/1510529515625365505
https://t.me/Pravda_Gerashchenko/9737
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1510555608034037767
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1510555250645684225
https://twitter.com/markito0171/status/1510556891486855173
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Case  6 - Buzov [E40]: Two deceased men excavated from grave behind gas 

station, next to Russian camp 

  

 

Further footage released on April 10 showing the excavation of multiple bodies behind a gas 

station was geolocated by the Eyes on Russia team to the gas station where Russian forces 

set up camp and where Russian forces were visually confirmed to be shooting at civilian 

vehicles. 

 

 

Figure 21: Geolocation of two excavated behind a gas station, next to a Russian camp. 

 

The Eyes on Russia team was able to geolocate dashcam footage published on March 18 

showing civilians coming under Russian fire after entering the E40 highway. This was only 

eight kilometres further west of the location of the drone footage and civilian casualties. 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/CurrentTimeTv/status/1513174431849496579
https://www.google.com/maps/@50.4308297,30.0300861,3a,75y,243.85h,102.36t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipMQ3_NPpXJrEV5Gmg9Wkh8cVLHJIQH3qPyrAwk-!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipMQ3_NPpXJrEV5Gmg9Wkh8cVLHJIQH3qPyrAwk-%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi37.473286-ya288.8089-ro-28.222208-fo100!7i5120!8i2560
https://twitter.com/nexta_tv/status/1504873552864022563
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3FYrfpUMJI&ab_channel=%D0%A0%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%91%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B9%28Maverick%29
https://babel.ua/ru/texts/77507-the-road-near-the-village-dmytrivka-on-the-zhytomyr-highway-is-littered-with-corpses-people-were-killed-by-russians-we-show-these-photos-because-we-want-the-whole-world-to-know-about-the-genocide?utm_source=page&utm_medium=publication
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Figure 22: Geolocation of dashcam footage showing Russian forces firing at a civilian 

vehicle. 

 

Russian forces were visually confirmed to be at the same highway on an off ramp as the 

dashcam footage showing civilian vehicles coming under fire, shown in images published on 

March 19. The footage is taken at the same gas station at which two bodies were excavated. 

 

Figure 23: Geolocation of Russian forces at gas station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/UAWeapons/status/1505135829596966919#m


 

 

 
www.info-res.org Centre for Information Resilience 21 

 

On March 25, drone footage was released revealing the presence of a Russian military camp 

inside a forest area geolocated 900 meters east of the above mentioned incidents.  

 

Additional drone footage shared on March 30 and April 6 showing Russian troops inside the 

same forest area. 

 

Figure 24: Geolocation of Russian forces near the gas station. 

 

 

 

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/Blue_Sauron/status/1507256024058712077
https://twitter.com/MarQs__/status/1509142458252369920
https://twitter.com/MarQs__/status/1509142458252369920
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aReOh1lrwqA&ab_channel=%D0%A0%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%91%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B9%28Maverick%29
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Figure 25: Local map showing documented locations of Russian troops near Buzova gas 

station 

 

1. [Drone footage, Drone footage, Drone footage] Russian camp inside the forest: 

50.428978, 30.016900 

2. [Video] Excavation of multiple deceased civilians: 50.429781, 30.027493 

3. [Image] Destroyed Russian military equipment: 50.430523, 30.028849 

4. [Dashcam footage] Civilians shot at by Russian forces: 50.430830, 30.029968 

 

 

 

  

http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/MarQs__/status/1509142458252369920
https://twitter.com/Blue_Sauron/status/1507256024058712077
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aReOh1lrwqA&ab_channel=%D0%A0%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%91%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B9%28Maverick%29
https://twitter.com/CurrentTimeTv/status/1513174431849496579
https://twitter.com/UAWeapons/status/1505135829596966919#m
https://twitter.com/nexta_tv/status/1504873552864022563
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