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Background

The Centre for Information Resilience’s “Eyes on Russia” Project maps, documents, and verifies
significant incidents related to Russian aggression towards Ukraine. Each week, CIR investigators
collate, geolocate, and verify information appearing on social media and claims made by parties

to the conflict. Our latest findings can always be found on this Twitter thread.

CIR contextualizes these details amid the discourse and developments of the week. The footage

and imagery is added to the Russia-Ukraine Monitor Map, which policymakers, journalists, and

other OSINT researchers can use to track the conflict. As part of this effort, CIR publishes
biweekly written summaries of its research, detailing verified troop and equipment analysis,
influence operation narratives, and broader updates. This is the seventh of such regular reports.

The first report can be read here.

The Centre for Information Resilience (CIR) is an independent, non-profit social enterprise
dedicated to exposing human rights abuses, countering disinformation, and combating online

behavior harmful to women and minorities.
We believe, at a time of heightened tension, that journalists and policymakers should have easy
access to verified information. The Eyes on Russia Project will aim to empower its audiences with

analysis and facts on which they can rely.

If you require further information, please do get in touch at hello@info-res.org.

COLLECT PRESERVE ANALYSE REVIEW MAPPING COMMUNITY

Social media 6417 entries in 4179 entries 3767 entries 3447 pins on the 1386 geolocations
research by the database geolocated reviewed map on the map from
team and volunteers and analysed the wider open-

source community
on twitter
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1. Executive Summary

Since 20 April, Russian forces have continued to heavily attack and target civilians and
civilian infrastructure across Ukraine. Some examples of geolocated footage by CIR

investigators includes the following:

o Attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure in Odessa.
o Heavy shelling of the Azovstal factory in Mariupol.

o A mass grave 18km West of Mariupol.

In the information sphere, CIR has noted wide scale efforts to spread disinformation about

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

o Narratives were particularly focused on the recent developments in Moldova-
Transnistria. Kremlin aligned social media channels have amplified social media
posts suggesting that Ukraine is attempting to smuggle arms into Moldova-

Transnistria amongst other narratives.

CIR’s Director of Investigations, Benjamin Strick, has written an in-depth report about the
Russian occupation of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, and possible radiation

contamination of Russian soldiers.

o The report also contains geolocated imagery of Russian troop movements in and

around the camp. The full report can be found here.
Important developments have taken place in Transnistria between 25 April to 29 April.
Two radio transmission towers carrying Russian signals were destroyed, and an attack

took place on the Ministry for State Security.

o These events have been geolocated by CIR investigators below.
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o CIR investigators have published two explainer reports about recent developments of

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine:

Russia’s “International Public Tribunal on Ukraine: This explainer surveys the efforts of
Russia to establish a tribunal that gathers information on the “crimes of Kyiv’s regime.” CIR
investigators highlight the subjective nature of the panel, and its use as propaganda to further the

Kremlin’s agenda in Ukraine. The full explainer can be found here.

The Anti-Ukraine Report Spreading on Telegram: This explainer surveys a report that
circulated on Telegram in the days following the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The report
originates from a channel with suspected ties to Russian security services. The narrative of the
report repeats Kremlin propaganda that has been widely used to justify the invasion of Ukraine.

The full explainer can be found here.

www.info-res.org Centre for Information Resilience 4


http://www.info-res.org/
https://www.info-res.org/post/explainer-russia-s-international-public-tribunal-on-ukraine
https://www.info-res.org/post/explainer-the-anti-ukraine-report-spreading-on-telegram

Centre for
Information
Resilience

2. Noted Narratives

Since the 20th of April, CIR has continued to observe the promotion of Kremlin based conspiracy
theories across social media platforms, with an attempt to spread disinformation online about the

legitimacy and rationale behind its ongoing invasion and occupation of Ukraine.

Developments in the disinformation sphere have included the following:

¢ Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is Not Fit to Serve

A YouTube channel detected by CIR analysts has gained increasing popularity for amplifying

conspiracy theories about Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky.

The channel is named “Eli Alkash” with a profile picture portraying a distorted image of former

president Donald J. Trump.

The videos on the YouTube channel amplify various disinformation narratives about the war in
Ukraine and President Zelensky. In a video that has gained over 60,000 views, Zelensky is

portrayed as drunk and under the influence of cocaine as seen below.

The channel attempts to gain legitimacy by posting content about basketball, vlogs from around
the world, and information on sports cars. However, these videos are interspersed with allegations

that Ukraine is a Nazi State and that Zelensky is addicted to hard drugs.

The YouTube channel was established on 31 January 2021 and began to post intensively on 17

February in the days prior to Russia’s invasion.

The narratives that the channel amplifies coheres with the disinformation that CIR analysts have

observed from the Kremlin and its aligned channels.
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American Hero, Ukraine President Zelensky CLEARLY DRUNK AND ON COKE (NOT COLA) on CNN CONGRESS ° T
elate

64,196 views * Mar 4, 2022 5 581 GJ DISLIKE ) SHARE L DOWNLOAD =+ SAVE

Live Recently uploaded >

Figure 1: A screenshot taken on 3 May, of a video portraying President Volodymyr Zelensky as drunk and under the influence of hard

drugs.t

e Ahead of Victory Day, Ukraine chooses to Commemorate Nazis Instead of the Fall

of Fascism

CIR analysts have identified new narratives around the upcoming celebration of Victory Day,
which takes place in Russia and other territories in the post-Soviet space on 9 May to

commemorate the 1945 surrender of Nazi Germany.

Traditionally, Victory Day has been an opportunity used by the Kremlin to spread propaganda and

parade Russia's military prowess.

CIR analysts have identified emerging narratives that are using Victory Day to justify Russia’s
occupation of territories within Ukraine. These are a product of both inauthentic and organic social

media activity?.

A prominent narrative has emerged that the Russian occupation of territories like Melitopol has

enabled war veterans to finally celebrate Victory Day.

1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKxLlec3ukw&ab channel=EliAlkash.
2 https://socialbearing.com/search/user/TorstenS15.
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This narrative supports the Kremlin’s aims to de-contextualize the occupation of Ukraine, framing

it as a “liberation”. Additionally, it claims that celebrations of Victory Day were not previously not

allowed in Ukraine3*.

Ukrainian WWII veteran gives Allies credit where it's ~ Screw you Zelensky, screw you. Preparations for the
due Victory Day have begun in the center of Melitopol.

? Melitopol. WWII veterans rejoyce at the upcoming
May 9 Victory Day parade - in the regime past, it
was not allowed to wear your Soviet uniform proudly
nor display the St. George ribbon.

0:34 13 views

e TN
1(')"319‘{91502 sinnature by me on the roof of the Reichstag...for
o wise wie sell in the war, and for all of you who are alive

9:07 pm - 2 May 2022 - Twitter for Android
10:01 pm - 2 May 2022 - Twitter for Android

Figure 2: A screenshot taken on 2 May, of Twitter posts amplifying the pro-Kremlin narrative that Ukrainian World War Il veterans in

occupied Melitopol can finally celebrate Victory Day.

CIR has also identified social media accounts repurposing old content to strengthen the constantly

evolving narrative of ‘Nazi Ukraine’.

Of note, videos from a demonstration held in Kyiv in 2020 to honor wartime partisan leader Stepan

Bandera have been shared by some Twitter users®®.

The Twitter posts tried to prove that Ukraine has picked “the wrong side” — i.e., the Nazi side,

honoring Nazi collaborators and ultranationalists instead of celebrating Victory Day’.

This narrative includes unproven claims that Zelensky also considers Bandera a national hero®.

3 https://twitter.com/GMitakides/status/1521233462115643396?s=20&t=zNgjsqPlqw8 N4VBxVPZ-g.

4 https://twitter.com/Sibiriachka Ya/status/1520115886211973122?2s=20&t=CWm9PVYMzb94ovy-
daBpOA.

5 https:/ftwitter.com/WarKamikaze/status/1521395426670305281?s=20&t=zNqjsgPlgw8 N4VBxVPZ-g.
6 https://twitter.com/mar2vad/status/15200253717013053472s=20&t=CWm9PVYMzb94ovy-dgBpOA.

7 https://twitter.com/TorstenS15/status/1521405044033269761?s=20&t=zNgjsgPlqw8 N4VBxVPZ-g.

8 hitps://twitter.com/TorstenS15/status/1521392213145669633?s=20&t=zNgjsgPlgw8 N4VBxVPZ-g.
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. TorstenS
P @TorstenS15

Replying to @Hector_Scaronee and @ZDFheute

Nazi-Kriegsverbrecher Bandera sind flir Ukraine Helden
und Vorbilder.
Translated from German by Google
Nazi war criminals Bandera are heroes and role models
for Ukraine.

At the outset of my visit to Al ]

Munich met with UKR :

community & laid down

flowers on the tomb of our

hero Stepan Bandera

9:23 am - 3 May 2022 - Twitter Web App

Figure 3: A screenshot taken on 3 May, of a Twitter post claiming that “Nazi war criminals like Bandera” are role models for Ukraine.

Victory Day is not only deeply ingrained in Russia’s identity, but also has a symbolic significance
for ethnic Russians based in former Soviet territories. As a result, influence operations targeting
the celebrations in the immediate aftermath of this event could be expected to grow.
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Narratives around tensions in Moldova-Transnistria

e Attacks are taking place in Transnistria because it holds the largest arms depot in

Europe

In a Telegram post on 26 April®, Russian propagandist Vladimir Soloviev updated his followers
about the recent incidents in Transnistria. Soloviev is a media personality in Russia and a long-

standing supporter of Vladimir Putin and the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

In his post Soloviev claims “that attacks were taking place in the region because a large arms

depot in Europe was stored in a village, Cobasna, in Transnistria.”

The post has gained over 550,000 thousand views in several hours, and Soloviev has over one

million followers on his Telegram channel.

[na nhdopmauum.

B 2 kunometpax OT rpaHuLbl ¢ YKpauHoi, Ha Tepputopum NMP,
HaxoAuTCa KpynHewnwwii B EBpone cknag 6oenpunacos.
Pacnonaraetcs oH B cene KonbacHa. OxpaHoii 37oro apceHana
3aHUMalOTCA ornepaTuBHas rpynna poccuinckux Boick (OrPB),
AavcnoumpoBaHHas B [pUAHeCTPOBbE, a Takke MeCTHbIe BOEHHbIE.
Mo AaHHbIM psAa 3KCNepToB, KONMYecTBa 60enprunacos co cknaaa B
MpuAHeCTpoBbE XBATUT Ha ACCATUNETUSA BOMHI.

¥ 6840 1243 @§ 236 @101 75 26

Figure 4: A screenshot taken on 26 April, of the post made by Vladimir Soloviev claiming that attacks are taking place in the region
because Transnistria holds a large arms depot.

9 https://t.me/SolovievLive/103133.
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This narrative around the arms depot has been observed elsewhere!®; echoing Vladimir Soloviev,
the Telegram post below claims that Cobasna contains one of the largest arms depots in Europe

with enough armaments to last a decade of war, posing a significant danger to anyone who will

attempt to attack it.

Y % 310 - TOT cambiii cknag 6oenpunacos B KonbacHe Ha
TeppuTopumn MNpugHecTpoBbA

Me>xay npounm, TpeTuii No BennymHe cknag 6oenpunacos
cucTeM 3annoBsoro orHsa B EBpone.

W, MeXay nNpo4nM, No HEKOTOPLIM AaHHLIM, UIMEHHO OH SIBNISIETCA
NaKOMbIM KYCKOM AJisi CTOPOH KOHGIUKTA.

+/ Mo noacuétam 3anaaHbIX aHaMTUKOB, 3aNacoB TONbKO 3TOr0
CKnaga xBaTuT MUHUMYM Ha 10 neT KpyroBoi 060poHbI B pexume
24/7.

+/ VIMeHHO Hannume Takoro Konnyectsa 6oenpunacos k Mpagam,
Cmepuam, YparaHam 1 npounm cuctemam PC30 u chepxunsano
cToNbKO net Mongasuio 1 PyMbIHMIO OT BOEHHOM onepauun B
lMpuaHecTpoBbE.

v/ Bce 3T cucTeMbl Cnoco6HbI POBHATL C 3eMAeli BOKpYr ce6si Bce
Ha paccrosiHum ot 30 g0 50 KM OT MecTa nycka.

11 370 oueHb onacHo!

W, nepeg TeMm, KaK NpeAnpUHUMaTh Kakue-To AeiCTBUSA, BCEM
CTOPOHaM HaAo XOPOLUO NoAyMaTh.

0co6eHHO ropssY1M rosioBam.

1 Q12 @1

Figure 5: A screenshot taken on 26 April, of a post claiming that Transnistria contains a large-scale arms depot and anyone who

wishes to attack the region should be aware.

This narrative has since been fuelled by a claim on 27 April from the pro-Russian administration

in Transnistria alleging that shots were fired from the Ukrainian border near Cobasna.

Additionally, reports suggested that Ukrainian drones have been flying over Transnistria for

months. The reports were circulating widely on Russian state media and Telegram?.

10 https://t.me/KpMoldova/43123.
11 https://www.rt.com/russia/554596-transnistria-shots-fired-from-ukraine/.
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The claim was also picked up and repeated by Vitaly Kiselev, Assistant Minister of the Interior of

the Luhansk People’s Republic, in an interview with Russian state media.

mmZ.0V.mm (\ Ceogkw ononueHus Hosopoccuu (AHP, JIHP, V..

n AP 1FH\O

Baaul M\\HPUB ‘

L anapd

| ;A}_,:-‘L AL t.. :
'~Bwrank%?(ﬂc
FloMBIHMK ucfba BHYTMVQ aen NHP
y

11 ERykpauna xoueT 3axBaTuTh 6oenpunacs! co ckNagoe B
MpuaHecTpoBbe

3anaj NocTaensaeT Hea0CTaTOYHO BOOPYXEeHNA AnA YKpauHel, UTo
npueeno KVee K XenaHui 3axeatnte ckiagel ¢ Goenpunacamm
6nuz ropoga KonbacHa e NpuaHecTpoeckoin Mongaeckoil
PecnyBanke - cuMTaeT NOMOLLHWK raesl MBA JlyraHckoi
HapoaHoil Pecnybaukun Butanuia Kucenee

@43 @13 ® /

(D Leave a comment >

Figure 6: A screenshot taken on 29 April, of a Telegram post referencing a Ria Novosti interview with LPR official Vitaly Kiselev.'?

12 https://ria.ru/20220428/pridnestrove-1785969544.html.
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The claim has spread widely on social media platforms in several languages. Google Search

Trend data shows a significant spike in searches for ‘Cobasna’ in English, Russian, Ukrainian,

and Moldovan.

Interestingly, the spike in English-language searches comes slightly later but tails off more slowly
in comparison to the other languages. This likely reflects the time it took for the claims about
Cobasna to percolate through the international information sphere. Translations and time zone

differences might have also influenced the timeline of searches.

® cobasna . ® KonbacHaR . KoeGacHa . ® KoBacHa

Search term : Search term : Search term : Search term +
Worldwide ~ Past7 days « All categories Web Search ~
Interest over time ¥ <> <
m_ A MNM;&&%—:
Compared breakdown by region Region v & <>
® cobasna @ KonGacHas Kos6acHa @ KoGacHa Sort: Interest for cobasna «
' 4, 1 Romania |
~ -
- i -
[ .’ 4
, 2 Hungary I
- |
3  Denmark |
4  Poland |
Colour intensity represents percentage of searches LEARN MORE 5 Haly |
D Include low search volume regions Showing 1-5 of 13 regions >

Figure 7: A screenshot taken on 30 April of Google Search Trend data.
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e The attacks in Transnistria lead back to Ukraine

CIR analysts have investigated the proliferation of a narrative claiming that the alleged terrorist

attack in Transnistria leads back to Ukraine®s.

This narrative is linked to the broader efforts by the Kremlin to claim that Ukraine is filled with neo-

Nazis, a reference that is made in the Telegram post below: “Krasnoselsky also called on Kyiv to

investigate the penetration of Ukrainian militants to carry out attacks in the republic’. The Sputnik

channel that made the Telegram post has over 170,000 subscribers.

Sputnik Bav>kHee 3apy6exbe
Fnasa MNpuaHecTpoBbA 3asBWUJ, UTO Ciefibl TEPAaKTOB BeAyT Ha
YKpauHy.

KpacHocenbckuii Takxxe npussan Knes pacciesoBatb
NPOHUKHOBEHME YKPaUHCKNX 60eBMKOB ANSi COBEPLUEHUS aTak B
pecny6nuke.

@SputnikLive

Telegram
Sputnik BavxHee 3apy6exbe

B NpuaHecTpoBbe ycTaHOBEH "KpacHbIN" ypOBEeHb
TEPPOPUCTUYECKON ONacHOCTH.

[ VIEW MESSAGE

>G 5 comments >

Figure 8: A screenshot taken on 26 April, of a post made on Sputnik’s Moldova channel claiming that Ukrainian terrorists are

responsible for attacks in Transnistria.

13 https://t.me/sputniklive/36074.
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Additionally, CIR analysts have observed an emerging narrative on Telegram claiming that a

weapons transfer from Ukraine was intercepted on the Moldovan border.

According to the narrative, Ukraine is attempting to support military action against the Russian

backed Transnistrian region.
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This narrative supports the Kremlin’s efforts to portray Ukraine and its government as suppressing

and attacking Russian speakers, heritage, and culture. Particularly, the Telegram post suggests

that there are active efforts to destabilize the status quo in Transnistria.

Figure 9: A screenshot taken on 29 April, of a Telegram post suggesting that Ukraine is trying to smuggle arms into Moldova.**

| @154 46 B5 &2

I*1Ha rpaHuue npeceknu ABe NOMbITKA He3aKOHHOA
TpaHCNopTUpPOBKM Yepe3 MonjoBy BOEHHOTO CHapsHXKeHUs 1

opyXus

B asponopry KuwinHesa B 6araxe naccaxupa peiica Crambys-
KuwumHeB (nyHKT oTnpaBneHns XbHCTOH) 06HapyXxunu
bpoHexuneTbl, 6poHeKacky, ONTUYECKMe NPULIENb, 04KU 1
BMHOKAM pa3NNYHBIX MOAENEN, anTeuKK, aKceccyapbl A8 OpYXUS.
BoeHHoe cHapsixeHue NbiTancs Bee3Tv B Mongosy 42-neTHuii
MYX4MHa C ABOIHbIM rpaxAaHCTBOM, YKpanHbl 1 CLLA.

B B JleywweHax y Apyroro rpaxaaHuHa YkpavHbl 06Hapyxuan 4,5-
MM peBo/ibBep Zbroia nog natpoH ®nobepa, 106 NaTpOHOB U HOX,

BCE€ 3T0 OH NbITa/sICA NPOBE3TA 6e3 AeKnapaunn.

@rusputnikmd

»o
-—

14 https://t.me/rusputnikmd/22893.

www.info-res.org

Centre for Information Resilience

14


http://www.info-res.org/

Centre for
Information
Resilience

e Ukraine’s invasion of Transnistria is imminent

On Twitter, CIR analysts have also identified the emergence of a narrative claiming that the

invasion of Transnistria by Ukraine is imminent®®,

This narrative gained strength after Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych stated on

27 April that Kremlin authorities were planning “a new front of war” in Moldova®®.

Arestovych offered Ukraine’s help in case Russia tried to occupy Transnistria. Arestovych’s
declarations were described by Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov as a “serious provocation”
and portrayed by some Russian medial’, such as newspaper Vedomosti, as a sign that Ukraine

is ready to “capture” Transnistrial®.

e «+ UBERSOY

@UBERSOY1

| Developments in Transnistria
1. Ukraine has recently attacked the the largest
warehouse near Cobasna (they desperately need
supplies).
2. A confirmation video of yesterdays Ukrainian
attack
3. One of Ukrainian leaders - Arestovich asks
Moldova to give him permission to invade

5:06 pm - 27 Apr 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

1Retweet 7 Likes

© o’ Q

a Tweet your reply

+« UBERSOY " @UBERSOY1 - 7h
Replying to @UBERSOY1

Ukrainian invasion is now seen as imminent.

>

Figure 10: A screenshot taken on 27 April, of a Twitter post accusing Ukraine of the recent attacks in Moldova and claiming that the
invasion of Transnistria is now imminent.

15 hitps://twitter.com/UBERSOY 1/status/1519347354746376192.

16 hitps://edition.cnn.com/europellive-news/russia-ukraine-war-news-04-26-
22/h_5bd367a0065e3b6adecb4e8b42383b27.
1"https://tass.com/world/1444051?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gooqg|
e.com&utm_referrer=google.com.

18 https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2022/04/27/920000-v-ofise-zelenskogo-zayavili-o-gotovnosti-
zahvatit.
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Some users have taken this narrative further, accusing Ukraine of creating online propaganda

posters (labeled as “Ukrpropaganda”/ "ykpnponaranaa”)®, allegedly created to gather support for

Ukraine’s plans to “liberate Transnistria”.

This narrative is part of the Kremlin's broader efforts to deflect blame for the turmoil in the region
and portray Ukraine as an invader, supported by the EU, NATO and, in the case of Transnistria,

enabled by Chisinau??%,

g\ Erich Maria EKHSLM? mm
‘ @KoTuBoT

*=|mm Poccwus, Hu wary Hasapg! «Ocsoboaum
MpuaHecTpoBbe» — yKprponaraHaa y>xe nnakaTtbl
COOTBETCTBYOLME BbINYCKAET — 3PpA OHU K HaM
nonesnu. Y Hac Ha CONsHbIX rOPU30OHTax CTBONOB
6onble, 4eM ronos no nepenucu. VoZmesgue
HEOTBPATUMO, mbl npuaemM 3a kaxxabpim! 3A
KAXObIM! — Pab6oraitte, BpaTbs!

Translate Tweet

BM3BOHIMUI1PMJ]H|CTPOB Al

Figure 11: A screenshot taken on 27 April, of a tweet spreading false claims about Ukraine sharing propaganda and revealing their

intentions to “liberate Transnistria”.

19 https://twitter.com/KoTuBoT/status/1519436732294483970.
2https://twitter.com/RepblicaDemocrl/status/1519285352145559552?2s=20&t=kqWpIZG61PUL58Zqwk5p
WA.

21 https://twitter.com/OndrejDobrota/status/1519378731357380609.
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e Invasion by Poland, Romania and/or NATO is imminent

A second version of the ‘invasion’ narrative is that the strikes in Transnistria are a pre-cursor to

an imminent invasion by NATO forces from Poland and Romania.

This narrative has been spreading in several different forms. Particularly in an article published

on 26 April on the US-sanctioned Russian propaganda website SouthFront?2.

The article claims that Poland in coalition with Moldova, intends to invade Transnistria under the
guise of a humanitarian operation. According to the article, the aim is to move troops closer to
Odessa.

SouthFront frames this as a plot between Kyiv and Washington to stretch Russian forces thin by
opening a second front in Transnistria. The article claims this will take place from mid-late May or

mid-late June.

Military clashes of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation with the Armed Forces of Poland and Romania
on the territory of a non-member state of NATO is the perfect scenario for Kiev and Washington. In case of the
opening of another front in the neighboring country, the AFU counter offensive should be expected in the south

of Ukraine with active defense in the East.

This is the main scenario in the region which also follows the ongoing international political developments. The
preparation and composition of the sixth package of EU sanctions are associated with the upcoming events in

Transnistria

The expected timing of the scenario is from May 12 to May 25, 2022, or from June 15 to June 25, depending on

the actions and successes of the Russian Federation in the Donbass region.

Figure 12: A screenshot taken on 29 April of a SouthFront article describing the purported plans for a combined Polish-Romanian

invasion of Transnistria.

22 https://archive.ph/sWz9l.
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On 28 April this narrative received a degree of official support by Moscow’s Foreign Intelligence
Service (SVR) chief, Sergey Naryshkin. Naryshkin publicly claimed that Russian intelligence had
evidence that Poland is planning to move troops into Ukraine under the guise of peacekeepers?.

This, according to Russian intelligence, would be part of a plot with the United States to carve up

Ukraine and hand western Ukraine to Poland?*.

Naryshkin did not make a direct reference to Transnistria, but it seems very unlikely that the
similarities between Naryshkin’s comments and the narrative of a Polish-led invasion are

coincidental.

This narrative was given further credence on 30 April. As a pro-Russian television channel in
Transnistria aired claims that the car used by the alleged Ukrainian attackers in Transnistria had

Polish license plates?®.

Polish authorities have pushed back on the claim, asserting that the license plate belongs to a

different car, and denouncing the allegations as disinformation?®.

These Russian allegations come on the heels of repeated attempts to involve Transnistria in the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. In the early weeks of Russia’s invasion, Kremlin propaganda
(including both state media and social media accounts) made repeated references to Moldova-

Transnistria.

News coverage of the region included Moldova’s position on Western sanctions and banning of

the St George’s ribbon and Z and V symbols?’.

23 https://www.rt.com/russia/554671-poland-ukraine-spy-split/.

24 hitps://tass.com/politics/1444887.

25 https://wiadomosci.wp.pl/zamachowcy-na-polskich-numerach-rosyjska-prowokacja-w-naddniestrzu-
6763438657088320a.

26 https://twitter.com/StZaryn/status/1520074475580100608.

27 https://interfax.com/newsroom/top-stories/78365/.
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Additional coverage by Kremlin aligned news networks attempted to further escalate tensions in
Moldova-Transnistria. These efforts have been promoted through twisting or decontextualizing
real events or comments by Ukraine. For example, on 12 March Sputnik Moldova shared a clip

of Odessa’s mayor, Gennadiy Trukhanov, at a press conference?®.

The mayor’s speech is edited to state that he believed Russia will push through southern Ukraine
to Transnistria. In its post, Sputnik framed this as a threat from the Ukrainian military to draw
Moldova into the war.

Sputnik Mongoea il a @

16,464 subscribers

[ Sputnik Mongosa Bl

b

" inol
4

-

“ HoBas npoBokauus NpoTve MoNAOEs! CO CTOPOHb! YKPaUHbL.

“Mei npednonc2aem, Ymo 8 NAGHAX G2Peccopa — 83AMe HGW 20000
yepe3s BoareceHck Ho MpudHecmpoese”, — Map Ogecc! MeHHaanin
TPYXaHOB Ha NPeCcc-KOHPEPEHUNM C YUICTUEM MHOCTPAHHBIX
XYPH3NUCTOB.

B YKpauHCknit BoeHHbIA reHwTab, octaes Monaoey B nokoe!

B 370 yxe WeCTan 33 feCATL AHeN NONLITKA “NPUCTerHyTs”
Monaoey k 60eesiM AeACTENAM Ha YKPaUHe — paz, 483, TpK,
yeTsipe, NATs.

@rusputnikmd
@164 b1 B4 F2 © 20.4K edited 12:38 AM

Sputnik Mongosa 4
I MMH3IKOHOMMKM 3a8BARAET, YTO B MONAOBE AOCTATOUHO

Figure 13: A screenshot from 29 April of a Sputnik Moldova Telegram post showing the mayor of Odessa edited to claim that Russia

will push through southern Ukraine to Transnistria.

28 https://t.me/rusputnikmd/20037.
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In another example, on 5 April Russian state media Sputnik posted in its English-language
Telegram channel about ‘another provocation against Moldova from Ukraine?°.’

The video was an update by a Ukrainian official, Sergei Borzov, the head of the Vinnytsia Regional
State Administration. The Sputnik post pulled out one sentence from the interview, misleadingly

framing it as a threat towards Transnistrians.

Nsws utramo Russia, Donbass Qa o : channel info
April 5
@ NEWS: Ukraine, Rus...
@ tmelsputnik

An alternative view on the
news agenda. Verified facts
only.
Feedback -
Sfeedbacknawslive_bot

| == pAnother provocation against £ nowfications «©

Moldova from Ukraine — now from
Vinnitsa,

“The military and residents of B3 300photos
Transnistria, surrender, there is zero
chance of survival” says the head of
the Vinnytsia Regional State
Administration, Sergel Borzov.

@  sosvideos
GO 372shared links
Borzov sald that Transnistria &5

allegedly prepaning for
“mobilization” and for the start of

(<8

(3  teavechannel

Figure 14: A Screenshot taken on 29 April of a post in Sputnik’s English-language Telegram channel,
stoking tensions between Moldovans and Ukrainian refugees.

Efforts were also made to raise tensions in Moldova over the presence of Ukrainian refugees.
This took place in early March in Russian and English as well as Moldovan, suggesting the
intended audience was international.

The disinformation efforts were conducted largely on social media. At platforms such as

Facebook, Telegram and TikTok.

29 https://t.me/sputnik/783.
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The posts asserted that Ukrainian refugees were behaving badly in Moldova including:

“demand[ing] girls and louder music”, “making a mess and traveling in fancy cars”, implementing

“language patrols” and harassing local Russian-speaking residents.

iEs==u
March 3-Q

A girl from Moldova is also sharing her experience of communication with the Ukrainians that
crossed the border of her country

At 0:30 she says

""Here's my question, who are you to explain to a girl who talks to you in Russian sc you
understand each other, she serves you. She talks to you in Russian, and you start yelling at her why
she talks to you in Russian. Tell me, are you even normal people? Who are you people? If you don't
like something, pack your bags and go back to Ukraine."

The Ukrainians have organized "language patrols" in Moldova, who also demand to feed them for
free.

If you have friends speaking Russian ask them to translate the video

Figure 15: A screenshot taken on 29 April of a post warning about Ukrainian refugees in Moldova.*
™ Open Ukraine | OTkpbiTas YkpanHa p—

TyT MHOMMe NHTePeCyrOTCH, KTO Xe aBTOP KaHana, Yov TeKCTbI? [1eN0 8 TOM, YTO § He OAVH, HaC MHOIO ...

B O D Mongoea, Yrpannckuit Gexerey Ha "flexcyce”
3anpeuwiaet MeCcTHOMY XuTeno TEHE¢OHH)’>O CHEMKY.

W Ha3LIB3eT MECTHOMO KaUanoMm, NOTOMY UTO TOT He MOXeT
BBIFOBOPUTE CNOBO "NanaHnya”

)

30 https://www.facebook.com/100017032865625/vide0s/530299068387801.
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Figure 16: A screenshot taken on 29 April of a post warning about the behaviour of Ukrainian refugees in Moldova.*
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Figure 17: A screenshot taken on 29 April of a post warning about Ukrainian refugees.®

31 https://t.me/OpenUkraine/7881.
32 https://t.me/swodki/42621.
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3. Civilian Casualties and Infrastructure Damage

Following its botched attempt to occupy Kyiv Oblast, the Russian military has been re-deploying
across Ukraine. Since 20 April, Russian forces have been heavily targeting Mariupol's Azovstal

factory.®® Meanwhile, Russian forces have begun their offensive in Ukraine’s Donbass region.

The goal of the Russian military is to fully capture and control the Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kharkiv

regions.®*

CIR has been continuously geolocating and verifying footage showing civilian casualties,

infrastructure damage, and mass graves resulting from Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

This week with the escalation of tensions in Moldova-Transnistria, CIR has also been verifying

footage emerging from Moldova-Transnistria of civilian infrastructure damage.

Infrastructure Damage in Moldova-Transnistria

Between 23 to 29 April there has been a significant escalation in tensions in Moldova-Transnistria,

and near Ukraine’s border with the region in Odessa Oblast.

On 23 April a Russian missile attack in Odesa hit a residential building causing multiple civilian

casualties, amongst which was a young baby®°.

On 25 April, an attack took place on the Ministry of State Security in Tiraspol, Transnistria. While
on 26 April, two radio transmission towers were destroyed because of a targeted attack in
Transnistria. These incidents could be observed on the map below. EOR investigators have

verified these via open-source methods.

33 https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/28/europe/mariupol-azovstal-steel-plant-intl-cmd/index.html.
34https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20220417-zelensky-says-russia-aims-to-destroy-the-region-of-
donbass-vows-to-defend-it.

35 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61210699.
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Recent events in Transnistria
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Figure 18: A map showing the locations of recent incidents across Transnistria.

Below are some examples of noted developments in Moldova-Transnistria that were verified and
geolocated by CIR’s investigators:

e On 27 April, a Russian ship was allegedly observed on the coast of Odesa.

e On 26 April an alleged Russian strike destroyed the Pidyomnyy bridge, in Odessa Oblast.

e On 26 April, several Radio transmission towers were damaged and destroyed in the town
of Mocreachi, Transnistria, approximately 800 meters from the border with Ukraine.

e On 26 April, following the explosion of radio transmission towers, Russian peacekeeping
forces established checkpoints in several locations across Transnistria.

e On 25 April, an attack took place targeting the Ministry of State Security using an RPG-22
AT and RPG-22 AT launcher as well as an RShG-1 thermobaric launcher, which were
discovered at the scene.

e On April 23, a cruise missile hit a residential building in the city of Odesa, causing multiple

casualties
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Civilian Casualties and Infrastructure Damage

Attacks on civilians, civilian buildings, and other infrastructure have continued to take place by

Russian forces (please see CIR map).

Below are some notable examples that were verified and geolocated by CIR’s investigators:

e On 29 April, satellite imagery showed the formation of mass graves in Vynohradne

cemetery, Donetsk Oblast.

e On 29 April, satellite imagery showed large-scale residential destruction in Livoberezhnyi

District, Mariupol.

e On 29 April, satellite imagery showed large-scale destruction to Mariupol’s train station

and residential buildings nearby.

e On 29 April, satellite imagery showed large-scale destruction of Mariupol’s drama theatre

and nearby residential areas.

e On 29 April, satellite imagery showed large-scale industrial and residential destruction in

and around the Azovstal factory in Mariupol.

e On 22 April 18km West of Mariupol, satellite imagery showed signs of an increasing mass

civilian grave.
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Infrastructure Damage in Moldova-Transnistria

Figure 19: Images showing the aftermath of the attack, with the Ministry for State security*® indicated in red; geolocated to 46.83882,
29.62218.

Figure 20: Multiple images from 26 April showing the damaged Radio transmission tower,*” destroyed Radio transmission tower® and

Russian peacekeeping forces at the scene®; geolocated to 47.291124, 29.415840.

36 https://twitter.com/adrianpacurariu/status/1518623420174458880.

37 https://twitter.com/ireneuszkulesza/status/1518920399387611137.
38 https://twitter.com/Marconie9192006/status/1518921855255683083.
39 https://twitter.com/MarQs__ /status/1518907560509722624.
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Figure 21: A map showing the location of the destroyed bridge in Odessa Oblast; geolocated to 46.076293, 30.470002.

Figure 22: Footage showing alleged Russian War Ships on the Coast of Odesa.
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Planet Labs, Inc.

Figure 23: Satellite imagery taken on 1 May showing a heavily targeted Azovstal Plant in Mariupol; geolocated to 47.108469,
37.608435.4°

Figure 24: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April showing a heavily targeted Azovstal Plant in Mariupol; geolocated to 47.107, 37.606.*

40 https://twitter.com/CendinfoRes/status/1521472185205936129.
41 https://twitter.com/CendinfoRes/status/1520543556129148928.
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Figure 26: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April showing the destruction of Mariupol Theater and destroyed buildings in its vicinity;
geolocated to 47.095, 37.547.%

42 hitps://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1520543556129148928.
43 https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1520543886548033542/photo/1.
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Figure 27: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April, showing wide scale residential destruction near Mariupol’s train station; geolocated to
47.085, 37.555.4

Figure 28: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April, showing heavy damage to residential buildings in Livoberezhnyi District; geolocated to
47.099, 37.628.4°

44 https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1520544228035735553/photo/1.
45 https://twitter.com/CendinfoRes/status/1520544725228568576/photo/1.
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Figure 29: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April, of Vynohradne cemetery with self-propelled artillery deployed nearby; geolocated to
47.097,37.714.%5

Figure 30: Satellite imagery taken on 29 April, of Vynohradne cemetery with self-propelled artillery deployed nearby; geolocated to
47.097,37.714.%

46 https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1520544937913339907/photo/1.
47 https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1520544937913339907/photo/2.
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Figure 31: A screenshot of satellite imagery taken between 19 March to 3 April of a cemetery near Mariupol; geolocated to 47.073233,
37.300564.4

48 https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1517483300658442240.

www.info-res.org Centre for Information Resilience 32


http://www.info-res.org/
https://twitter.com/Cen4infoRes/status/1517483300658442240

Centre for
Information
Resilience


http://www.info-res.org/

	1.  Executive Summary
	2.  Noted Narratives
	3.   Civilian Casualties and Infrastructure Damage

