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Incident Report:

Destruction of residential areas in Darfur
1.1 Summary

Analysis of satellite imagery and thermal anomalies detected by NASA's Fire Information
Management System (FIRMS) confirm widespread destruction of residential areas in
Murnei and Tawilah in West and Central Darfur, in what appears to be a campaign of

ethnically targeted violence by the RSF.
1.2 Analysis
Murnei, West Darfur

On 27 and 28 June 2023, NASA FIRMS detected multiple heat signatures covering the
city of Murnei in West Darfur. (Figure 1).

Figure 1: NASA FIRMS data confirming heat signatures in Murnei on 27 and 28 June


https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/map/#t:adv;d:2023-07-04;@22.9,13.0,14z

[12.95418417,22.87500638]
Analysis of available satellite imagery from the 26 and 28 June 2023 (Figures 2 and 3)

shows fire damage to large areas in the centre of the city, as indicated by the black marks
visible in the 28 June footage. The Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale University
estimates that around 2km of the city was affected, equal to around 280 football fields.
From the imagery and the FIRMS data, we can discern that the fires began on 27 June

and were of sufficient intensity and duration for heat signatures to still be distinguishable
on the 28 June.



https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/sudan
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/sudan

Figure 2: PlanetLabs image of Murnei on 26/06 [12.95418417,22.87500638]

Figure 3: PlanetLabs image of Murnei on 28/06 showing fire damage
[12.95418417,22.87500638]

Murnei is 80.5km south east of El Geneina, the capital of Darfur, and has been the focal
point for attacks based on ethnicity in the region by militias and the RSF, according to the
UN. In a statement to CIR, a Resistance Committee member from Darfur stated that this

was a tactic commonly used by militias to render entire areas inhabitable.
Tawilah, Central Darfur

Further violence was observed in the village of Tawilah, Central Darfur. The village is

located on the A5 main road between El Geneina and Al Fashir, making it easily

accessible to armed forces moving around the area.

The attack on Tawilah by the RSF was first reported on 16 June 23 by UN OCHA, with

CNN reporting that the RSF had seized Tawilah’s SAF garrison on 19 June 23. Residents
started fleeing the village soon after clashes between SAF and RSF erupted, with the IOM
estimating around 19,000 residents displaced and an unknown number killed or injured.

Displaced citizens later testified that RSF attacked the city, killing and robbing civilians

and burning houses.



https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Murnei,+Sudan/Al+Junaynah,+Sudan/@13.2018376,22.3393888,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x16cd3bce055ef147:0x4a357c90b6540c97!2m2!1d22.86484!2d12.9566199!1m5!1m1!1s0x1133300d1d348fbb:0x824617b06d74f03a!2m2!1d22.4649083!2d13.447898?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Murnei,+Sudan/Al+Junaynah,+Sudan/@13.2018376,22.3393888,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x16cd3bce055ef147:0x4a357c90b6540c97!2m2!1d22.86484!2d12.9566199!1m5!1m1!1s0x1133300d1d348fbb:0x824617b06d74f03a!2m2!1d22.4649083!2d13.447898?entry=ttu
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/06/1137647
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/06/1137647
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Al+Junaynah,+Sudan/Tawilah,+Sudan/Al+Fashir,+Sudan/@13.4799038,21.1542262,7z/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!1s0x1133300d1d348fbb:0x824617b06d74f03a!2m2!1d22.4649083!2d13.447898!1m5!1m1!1s0x16ced80ba1034849:0x6944a653d5b5a63b!2m2!1d24.9!2d13.5!1m5!1m1!1s0x16cf4b15040bdde7:0x9729160ef087c00!2m2!1d25.3548713!2d13.6197501!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Al+Junaynah,+Sudan/Tawilah,+Sudan/Al+Fashir,+Sudan/@13.4799038,21.1542262,7z/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!1s0x1133300d1d348fbb:0x824617b06d74f03a!2m2!1d22.4649083!2d13.447898!1m5!1m1!1s0x16ced80ba1034849:0x6944a653d5b5a63b!2m2!1d24.9!2d13.5!1m5!1m1!1s0x16cf4b15040bdde7:0x9729160ef087c00!2m2!1d25.3548713!2d13.6197501!3e0?entry=ttu
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-update-22-june-2023
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https://twitter.com/FaisalsaadS/status/1671874011268104193?s=20
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Fire in residential areas were first observed with FIRMS on the day of the reported attack
(16 June). On 28 June 23, fires were detected at the market area and another fire in

residential area was detected on 3 July 23 (Figure 4).
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Figure 4: Satellite image captured by Planet of fire with a large smoke plume in a
residential area in Tawilah, North Darfur on 3 July 23. The marked area indicated where
fire damage was observed from earlier fires, since 16 June 23. (Source: Planet Labs)
[13.524740,24.863955]



